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ADVERTISEMENT. 


4 I S precious little piece was written by the 
Rev. Mr. 72/eph Alleine, miniſter of the goſpel 
at Taunton in Somerſetſhire, 1666. The character of 
the author—the place and time when it was written 
—and the deſign and uſe of it—combine to perſuade 
vital Chriſtians to give it the utmoſt attention, and 
the moſt cordial reception. 


THz author, who died in the thirty fifth year of 
his age, was one of the beſt and molt amiable men 
that ever lived. In him you ſee an admirable union 
of ſtrong natural powers, rich acquired learning, and 
the moſt fervent piety, directed by ſanctificd reaſon, 
and animated by living faith. 


Tux time when he wrote it, is a powerful re- 
commendation ; it was in the meridian glory of a 
moſt uſeful life ; and the place where, was one of 
the beſt under heaven, viz. cheſter jail, in which he 
wrote the firſt part, THE Voice or Gop IN His 
PROMISES. Never did any man go to jail for a more 
honourable reaſon than Mr. 7/eph Alleine: it was 
for preaching the goſpel in a moſt peaceable and glo- 
rious manner, and adorning that goſpel by an un- 
ſpotted and ſhining Converſation. 
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Azovs all, the deſign and uſefulneſs of this work 
gives it the higheſt worth. It repreſents, in a clear 
and ſtriking manner, the genuine frame of heart in a 
ſound believer ; the beautiful vital actings of the /:fe 
, Gad in the ſoul of man. Here you ſee how unbe- 
lief exerts all its venom, deceit and power, to rob 
God of his deareſt glory, and the gracious ſoul of its 
iweeteſt joys. Faith reſiſts in the ſtrength of Chriſt, 
baffles its moſt artful objections, and triumphs over 
all oppoſition, gives to God the glory of all his per- 
fections, and hills the ſoul with ſtrong conſolation. — 
For theſe reaſons I rejoice in the honour of reviving 
theſe pieces, when they were almoſt loſt and forgot- 
ten, and of preſenting them to the people of God 
one hundred years ſince their firſt publication. 


NORTHAMPTOY, 
Jan. 16, 1757» 
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BELIEVER's TRIUMPH 


GCOD's PROMISES, ETC. 


| THE SOUL TAKETH HOLD ON GoD's COVENANT. 


E A, hath God ſaid, I will be a God unto thee. Is it 

true indeed ? Will the Lord be mine? Will he lay 
afide the controverſy, and conclude a peace? Will he re- 
ceive the rebel to mercy, and open his doors to his prodi- 
gal? I will ſurely go unto my father, 1 will take unto me 
words, and bow mylelf before his footſtvol, and ſay, O Lord, 
T have heard thy words, (a) and do here lay hold on thy co- 
venant. I accept the kindneſs of God, and will adventure 
myſelf upon thy fidelity, and truſt my whole happineſs, here 

5 and hereafter, upon theſe thy promiſes. 

Farewel deceitful world, get thee under my feet. Too 
long have I feared thy vain threats, too long have I been de- 
luded with thy flattering promiſes, Canſt thou promiſe me, 
or deny me ſuch things, as God hath covenanted to give 
me ? I know thou canſt not, and therefore 1 renounce thee 
for ever, from being the object of my faith or fear. No lon- 
ger will I lean to this rotten reed, no longer will I truſt to 
this broken idol. Avoid, Satan, with thy tempting baits. In 
vain doſt thou dreſs the harlot in her paint and bravery ; and 
tell me, (b) A! this wwill I give thee. Canſt thou ſhew me 
ſuch a crown, ſuch a kingdom, as God hath promiſed to ſet- 
tle upon me? or that which will balance the loſs of an infi- 
nite God, who here gives himſelf unto me? Away deceitful! 
lufts and pleaſures, get you hence, I bawe enoigh in Chris 
and his promiſes, to give my foul fill content. Theſe have 1 

A 2 | lodged 


(a) Ha. Ivi. 4. (3) Matt. iv. 8, 9. 


6 THE BELIEVER*'s TRIUMPH 


lodged in my heart, and there is no longer room for ſuch 
gueſts as you; never ſhall you have quiet entertainment more 
within theſe doors. 

Thou God of truth! I here take thee at thy word ; thou 
requireſt but my acceptance and conſent, and here thou haſt 
it. Good is the word of the Lord which he hath ſpoken, 
and as my Lord hath faid, ſo will thy ſervant do: My ſoul 
catcheth hold of thy promiſes. Theſe have I, taken as my 


heritage for ever. Let others carry the preferments and 


poſleitions of this world; it ſhall be enough for me to be an 
heir of thy promiſes, 


SHE MAKETH HER BOAST IN GOD. 


O happy foul ! How rich art thou! What a booty have I 
gotten! It is all my own.-I have the promiſes of this life, 
and of that which is to come. Oh, what can I wiſh for more? 
How full a charter is here! Now my doubting ſoul may 
boldly and believingly ſay, with Thomas, My Lord and my 
God ! What need we any further witneſs ? We have heard 
his words. He hath ſworn by his holineſs, that his decree 
may not be changed; and hath ſigned it with his own ſignet. 

Rejoice, ye heavens ! Strike up, ye celeſtial choirs ! Help, 
heaven and earth: ſing unto the Lord, O ye ſaints of his. 
Bleſs the Lord,/O my foul. Oh, had LI the tongue of men and 
angels, all were too little for my ſingle turn. Had I as ma- 
ny tongues as hairs, the whole choir were not ſufficient to 
utter my Creator's praife. 

My beloved is mine, and I am his. The grant is clear, and 
my claim is firm. Who durſt deny it, when God himſelf doth 
own it? Is it an hard adventure to ſpeak after Chriſt himſelt? 
Why, this is the meſſage he hath ſent me, (c) I aſcend unto 
my father, and your father; my God, and your God. He 
hath put words into my mouth, and bid me to ſay, Our father. 

I believe, Lord, help mine unbelief. O my God, and my 
father, I accept. thee with all humble thankfulneſs, and am 
bold to take hold of thee. O my king, and my God, I/ ub- 
ject my ſoul, and all its poxvers, to thee. O my glory, in thee 
will I toaſt all the day. O my rock, on thee will I build all 
my confidence and my hopes. O faff of my life, and firength 
of my heart z the lite of my joys, and joy of my life; (4) 1 
will ſit and ſing under thy ſhadow, and glory in thy holy 
name. 


O my 
(c) John xx. 17. (J) Cant. ii. 3. 
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O my ſoul, ariſe, and take poſſeſſion. Inherit thy bleſſed- 
neſs, and caſt up thy riches. Thine is the kingdom, thine is 
the glory, and thine is the victory. The whole trinity is thine. 
All the perſons in the Godhead, all the attributes in the God- 
head, are thine. And behold here is the evidence, and theſe 
are the writings, by which all is made ſure to thee forever. 


SHE QUELLETH DISCONTENT, AND REASONETH DOWN: 
: UNBELIEF, | 


And now, (e) return to thy reſt, O my ſoul, for the Lord 
hath dealt bountifully with thee. Say, if thy (F) lines be not 
fallen to thee in a pleaſant place, and if this be not a goodly 
heritage! O Den diſcontent! How abſurd and un- 
reaſonable an evil art thou, whom all the fulneſs of the God- 
head cannot ſatisfy, becauſe thou art denied in a petty com- 
fort, or croſſed in thy expectations from the world ? O my 
-unthankful ſoul ! Shall not a trinity content thee ? Shall not all- 
ſufficiency ſuffice thee ? Silence, you murmuring thoughts, 
forever. I have enough, I abound, and am full. Infiniteneſs, 
and eternity is mine, and what more can I aſk ? 


THE ASSAULTS OF UNBELIEF. 


I. 1T QUESTIONS THE TRUTH OF THE PROMISE. 


But methinks I feel ſome ſecret damps upon my joy; and 
when I would ſoar aloft, and triumph in the riches of my 
portion, a ſecret diffidence plucks me back, as the ſtring doth 
the bird, and unbelief whiſpers in mine ear, Sire, this is too 
good to be true. 

THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH IN THE CERTAINTY OF GOD'S 
| TRUTH. 


But who art thou that diſputeſt againſt God? The Lord 
hath ſpoken it, and ſhall not I believe him? Will he be an- 
ery, if I give my aſſent, and ſpeak it confidently upon the 
credit of his word ? 


o my Lord! Suffer me to ſpread the writing before thee. 


Haſt thou not ſaid, (g) Thy maker is thy huſband, (5) 1 
will betroth thee unto me—(z) Thou ſhalt call me, My ta- 
ther? I pray thee, O Lord, was not this thy ſaying, I * 

, Ou, 


(e) Pfal. exvi. 7. (/) Pfal. xvi. 6. (g) Ifa. liv. 5. 
(5) Hoſea ii. 19. () Jer, iii. 19. 
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God, even thy God ? (4) I will be a father unto you, and ye 
my ſons and daugliters? Why then ſhould L doubt ? Is not 
the truth of the living God ſure footing for 3 P 
Silence then, O quarreling unbelief. I know in hom I 
have believed. (/) Not in friends (though numerous and po- 
tent), for they are men, and not God. () Not in riches, for 
they make themſelves wings. () Nor in princes, for their 
breath is in their noſtrils. - But let God be true, and every 
man a liar. In God have I put my truſt, in his word do I 
hope. O ſure word! (0) Heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, 
but not one jot or tittle of this. I have not built upon the ſand 
of mortality. (2) Let the rain deſcend, and the floods come, 
and the winds blow, (q) nevertheleſs, the foundation of God 
ſtandeth ſure. His everlaſting council, and everlaſting cove. 
nant, are my ſtay. I am built upon his promiſes, and let hell and 
earth do their 7 to blow «4 this foundation. 1 
Now ſhall my faith triumph, and my heart be glad, and 
my glory rejoice. I will ſhout with the exulting multitude, 
(r) The Lord he is the God, (s) and he ig not aſhamed 19 be 
called my God. He is not aſhamed of my tags, nor poverty 
of my parentage, nor pedigree ; and ſince his infinite conde- 
ſcenſion will own me, will he take it ill if 1 own him? (7) 
Though I have nothing of my own to glory in, (unleſs I 
would glory in my ſhame) yet I will glory in the Lord, and 
blefs myſelf in him. | 
(i) For who is like unto. the God of Jeſhurun ? Bring 
forth your gods, O ye nations. Lift up your eyes, and be- 
hold, who hath created all theſe things. Can any do for their 
favourites, as the Lord can? Or if he be angry, who is that 
God that ſhall deliver out of his hands? Will you ſet Dagon 
before. the ark ? Or ſhall mammon contend with the Holy 
One? O ambitious Haman, where is now thine idol-honour ? 
O rich glutton ! that madeſt a God of pleaſure, where is now 
the God whom thou haſt ſerved ? O ſenſual worldling, that 
knoweſt not where nor how to beſtow thy goods : Do riches 
Profit thee ? Could mammon ſave thee ? Deceived ſouls ! Go 
now to the gods you have choſen. Alas, they can never ad- 
miniſter a drop of water to cool your tongues. ' 
(v) But the portion of Jacob is not like them. (ww) From 
| everlaſting 


(4) 2 Cor: vi. 18. (1) Ifa. xxxi. 3. (m) Prov. xXii. 5. 
(x) Pſal. cxlvi. 3, 4. (os) Matt. v. 18. (e) Matt. vii. 25. 
(% 2 Tim. ii. 19. (r) IKingsxviii.z9. ( Heb. xi. 16. 
(t) 1 Cor. i. 29, 31. (2) Deut. xxxili. 26. (v) Jer. x. 16. 
. s. | 


WI, 


everlaſting to everlaſting he is God, His power is my con- 
fidence, his goodneſs is my maintenance, his truth is my 
ſhield and my buckler. 7 


II. iT CONFOUNDS THE SOUL WITH AMAZING GREAT - 
NESS AND DIFFICULTY OF THE THINGS. 


. 


But my clamorous unbelief hath many wiles, and freſh aſ- 
ſaults me with the difficulty of the things promiſed, and labours 
to nonplus and confound me with their amazing greatneſs. 


THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH IN GOD's OMNIPOTENCY 
AND VERACITY. 


But why ſhould I ſtagger at the promiſe through unbelief, 
robbing at once my maſter of his glory, and my foul of her 
comfort? 1! is my great fin to doubt and ni wy, and yet Hall 
T be afraid to believe? O my ſoul! It is the higheſt honour 
thou canſt put upon thy Lord, to believe againſt difficulties, 
and to look for, and reckon pon great things, and wonderful, 


* urpaſing all created power and human faith. 


et not the greatneſs, nor the ſtrangeneſs of the benefits 
bequeathed unto thee, put thee to a ſtand. It is with a God 
thou haſt to do, and therefore thou muſt not look for litile 
things ; that were to darken the glory of his munificence, and 
the infiniteneſs of his power and goodnets.  Knowelt thou 
not, that it is his deſign to make his name glorious ; and to 
make thee know he is able to do for thee above all thou canſt 
alk or think? Surely, they cannot be any ſmall or ordinary 
things that ſhall be done for thee, when the Lord ſhall fhew 
in thee what a God can do, and /holl carry thee in triumph be- 
fore the aworld, and make proclamation before thee, rhus 


Hall it be done to the man whom the Lord delighterh to bo- 


nor. What wonder if thou canſt not comprehend theſe 
things? If they exceed all thy apprehenſions and concepti- 


ons, this is a good argument for thy faith : for this is that 


which the Lord hath ſaid, that it hath not entered into the 
heart of man, to conceive what things he hath prepared for 
them that love him. Now if thou couldeſt conceive and 
comprehend them, how /bould his word be made good ? It is 
enough for thee that the Lord hath ſpoken it. Is not the 
word nigh thee? Hath not God ſaid, I will receive you ? 
You ſhall be kings and prieſts unto God, and inherit all 
things; and ſhall ſit on thrones, and judge angels, and be 
ever with the Lord, and thall 1 dare to ſay him nay ? Unrea- 

| ſangble 
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ſonable unbelief | What! never ſatisfied ? Still contradictin 
and blaſpheming ? Falſe whiſperer ! No more of thy tales. 5 
1 believe God, that it ſhall be as he hath told me. 

'y) And now thanks be to God, who always cauſeth me 
to triumph in Chriſt {z), therefore my lips ſhall praiſe thee, 
and my foul which thou haſt redeemed. (a For thou haſt 
made me glad through thy word, and I will triumph in the 
work of thy hands. 5) I wilt praiſe the Lord whilſt I live, I 
will ſing praiſes to my God whilſt I have any being. 

O my foul, if thou couldeſt wear out thy fingers upon the 
harp, and wear thy tongue to the roots, thou couldeſt yet 
never ſufficiently praiſe thy redeemer. | | 

O mine enemies, where is now your confidence, and where 
is your armour, wherein you truſted ? I will ſer Chrift alone 
againſt all your multitudes, and all the powers, and malice, 
and policy, wherewith they are armed. The field is already 
won, and the captain of our ſalvation returned, (c) with the 
ſpoils of his enemies, having made a ſhew of them openly, 
triumphing over them in his croſs. (4) And thanks be to God, 
_= -_- given us the victory, through our Lord Jeſus 

rift. ] | . 

Of whom then ſhould I be afraid? Behold he is near that 
Juſtifieth me, who ſhall plead with me ? 

O ye powers of bell] you are but chained captives, and we 
have a ſure word, {e} that the gates of hell ſhall not prevail 
againſt us. Though the world be in arms againſt vs, and 
the devil at the head of them, as their champion; yet, /f) 
who is this uncircumciſed Phil'ſtine, that he ſhould defy the 
armies of the living God ? Behold, I come out to thee, as a 
ſtripling againſt Goliah ; not with ſword, and with ſpear, but 
in the name of the Lord of hoſts, in whoſe ſtrength 1 am 
more than a conqueror. 

O grace ] where is now thy wiftory © Chriſt is riſen, and 
hath broken up thy priſon, and hath rolled away the ſtone, 
fo that all thy priſoners have made an eſcape. (g/ Rejoice 
not againſt me, O mine enemy; though I fall, I ſhall riſe 
again ; though I lie in darkneſs, the Lord ſhall be a light 
unto me. Enlarge not thy deſires, O Tophet, but ſhut up 
thy flaming mouth, (/ for there is now no condemnation 

to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. | 


(x) Acts xxvii. 25. 
(2) Pſal. xcii. 4. 
(4) 1 Cor. xv. 17. 
C) Mic. vii. 8. 


(=) Pſal. Ixxi. 23. 

(c) Col. ii. 15. 

(/) x Sam. xvii, 
26, 45, 46. 


(5) 2 Cor. ii. 14. 
(5 Pſal. civ, 33. 
(e) Matt. xvi. 18. 
(5) Rom. viii. I. 


(i) O 
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(i) O deceitſul world ! thou art already overcome, j and 
the conquered enemy is become my ſervant; and 1 am fed 
with the honey taken out of the carcaſe of the ſlain lion. I fear 
not thy threats, nor the enchantment of thy ſyren ſongs, (4 
being kept by the power of God, (I/ through a e 
faith, unto ſalvation. | 

O my fins! you are already buried, never to have any reſur- 
rection n), and the remembrance of you thall be no more. 
I ſee my ſins nailed to the croſs, and their dominion is taken 
away, though their lives be prolonged yet for a little ſea- 
ſon. un) Awake, therefore, O my glory; awake, pſaltery, 
and harp, and meet the deliverer with triumph : for his right 
hand, and his holy arm, have gotten us the victory ; and all 
the ends of the earth have ſeen the ſalvation of our God. 


III. IT UPBRAIDS THE SOUL WITH ITS OWN UNWOR- 
THINESS. 


Yet methinks my unworthineſs flies in my face, and I hear 
my cavilling unbelief thus upbraiding me, and crying out, O 
proud preſumption ! That thou that art conſcious to thyſelf of 
thy great unworthineſs, ſhouldeſt pretend a claim to God and 
glory ! Shall daring duſt think to ſhare with the Almighty, 
and ſay of his endleſs perfections, they are my right ? Bold 
ſinner ! ſtand off, and tremble at thy preſumptuous arro- 
gance. 


FAITH SUBSCRIBES THE CHARGE, AND TRIUMPHS IN 
GOD'S FREE GRACE. 


O my God ! I lay my hand upon my mouth. I confeſs the 
charge of mine unworthineſs. My guilt and ſhame is ſuch as 
I cannot cover, but thou canſt, and doſt. Thou haſt caſt a 
mantle upon my nakedneſs, and haſt promiſed my tranſgreſ- 
ſions ſhall not be mentioned, and that thou wilt multiply par- 
dons. And ſhall I rake up what thou haſt buried, and then af- 
fright myſelf with the ghoſts that infidelity hath raiſed ? 1s it 
preſumption to take the pardon that thou doſt ofter ? or, to 
receive and claim thee as mine, when it is but what tho: haſt 


promiſed ? I durſt not have approached thee, but upon thy 


call; nor have pretended a title, but upon thy grant. I 
thould have thought it diabolical pride, to have pleated an 
intereſt 


(7) John xvi. 33. (J) 1 Cor. iii. 22. (4) pet. 1 f. 
(1) I John v. 4. (. Heb. viii. 12. (2) Vial. cxviii. I, 2. 
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intereft in thee, and claimed kindred unto thee, but that thou 
haſt ſhewed me the way. | 

And thou, my foul! Art thou ignorant of God's great 
deſign ? Knoweſt thou not that it is his purpoſe to glorify 
free grace ? And how ſhould grace appear to be grace indeed, 
were there any worthineſs in the ſubject ? Thine unworthi- 


neſs is but a foil, to ſet off the beauty and riches of free grace 


and mercy. 


IV. ir QUESTIONS THE BELIEVER'S TITLE TO GOD'S 
GRACE, AND INTEREST IN THE PROMISES. 


But I cannot ſhake off this briar : alas, what a cavilling 
ſophiſter is unbelief ! and will never be anſwered ! Now is it 
ready to tell me, what if the promiſe ſhould be a ſure founda- 
tion; yet, thou mayeſt not build upon another man's ground, 
What though the grace and mercies of God are infinite; yet 
dogs may not catch at the children's bread. Thou haſt no 
right nor title io the promiſe, therefore ceaſe thy pretended 
claim. | 


THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH IN THE CLEARNESS OF THE 
BELIEVER'S EVIDENCES. 


But, O my ſoul ! wherefore ſhouldeſt thou doubt ? Whoſe 
image and ſuperſcription is this? Doſt thou not bear upon 
thee the marks of the Lord Jeſus? I have given up my name 
to him (o/, and taken hold of his covenant, and therefore 
may claim an intereſt. 

I have accepted the matter, and cloſed with the media- 
tor, and ſubſcribed to the propoſals of the covenant, and 
therefore cannot queſtion but it i mine. 

The Lord hath promiſed to be my God, and I have took 
hold of his promiſes. I have taken him as God, and given 
him the ſupremacy. {þp) O my ſoul, look round about thee, 
in heaven and in earth; is there any thou doſt eſteem or va- 
lue in compariſon of God ? Is there any thou doſt love like 
him, or take that content or felicity in, that thou doſt in 
him? Are not thy chief deſires and deſigns to glorify and en- 
joy him ? Thou canſt not deny but it is truly thus. 7am ſure 
nothing bur God will content me. I am never fo well in all the 
coli as in his company. My foul feeketh him above all, and 
relts in him alone, as my ſatisfactory portion. He is reſolute 
to take me as one of his people, and 1 have reſigned myſelf 

| accordingly 


(e) Iſa. lvi. 4. () Pfal. Iaxiii. 25, 26. 
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accordingly to him as his, and have put both my inward and 
outward man under his government, and given up all to his 
diſpoſal, and am reſolved to be content with him, as my all- 


ſufficient happineſs. 


Belides, I have taten bim in his own way, through Chriſt, 
whom he hath tendercd to me as my head and huſband, and 
1 have accordingly ſolemnly and deliberately taxen him.— 
O my ſoul, dolt thou not know thy often debates ? (9) 
Hatt thou not put Chriſt and all the world into the balance? 
Haſt thou not caſt up the coſt, and reckoned upon the crofs, 
) and willingly put thy neck under Chriſt's ycke, and ven- 
tured thy ſalvation upon Chriſt alone, and truſted him: awith all 
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thy happineſs, and all thy hopes ? Haſt thou not over and over 


reſolved to take him with what comes, and that he ſhall be 
enough (5), though in the loſs of all things? Thou canſt not 
but know that theſe have been the tranſactions between 
Chriſt and thee, and therefore he is thine, and all the pro- 


miſes yea and amen to thee through him. . 


And for the terms * of the covenant, I love and like them ; 


neither do I deſire to be ſaved in any other way (z), than by 


repentance towards God, and faith towards our Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt (2), and ſincere obedience to his goſpel. 
Tam willing to go out of my fleſh; and do look unto Je- 


ſus for righteouſneſs and ſtrength, and truſt my ſalvation 
I am content to deal upon truſt, and 
venture all in hopes of what is to come, and to tarry till the 
next world for my preferment. I am willing to wait till the 
coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and have laid up my hap- 
pineſs on the other ſide the grave. 

And though my fins be many, yet I ſhould belie my own 
knowledge, if I ſhould ſay they were not my cornflant trouble 
and burden; and the enemies againſt which I daily watch, 
and with whom my foul hath no peace. 
knoweth that I hate them, and deſire and endeavour their 
utter deſtruction, and do reſolve againſt them all, and am 
willing to uſe all God's means, (that I know) to mortity 
them. It is too true that I often fall, and fall; vet my cenſci- 
ence beareth me witneſs, that I confeſs and bes ail it, and 
do not ordinarily and deliberately all;2v ny/-lf in any fin 
whatfoever againſl my knowledge. And, though my ubeci- 
ence be mileratly lame, yet, O Lord, thou knoweſt that 1 

B 


wholly in this bottom. 


(7 Luke xiv. 26. (r) Xratt. xi. 29. 
(t) Ads xx. 21. ( Rom. ii. 7. 
The phraſe 5% inge of the covenant would be more agreeable 


to the Editor's ſentiments. | 
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38 have reſpect unto all thy commandments, and do ſtrive ts 
come up to what thou requireſt. The Holy Ghoſt is witneſs, 
and my conſcience alſo, (v) that I firſt ſeek the kingdom of 

God, and the righteouſneſs thereof, and that it is my chief 

3 care to pleaſe God, and keep from ſin. Speak, O my ſoul! Is 
| not holineſs thy den? Doſt thou not thirſt for it, and tollow at- 
ter it? Doſt thou not, in thy ſettled choice, prefer the holy 

ways of God before all the pleaſures and delights of fin ? Thou 

knoweſt it is thus, and therefore no more diſputing ; thou haſt 

lincerely taken hold of God's covenant, and without contro- 

FT verſy it muſt be thine, 

1 O my God! I ſee thou haſt been at work with my ſoul. I 

4 find the prints, I ſee the footſteps. Surely this is the finger of 

| God. (w) I am thy ſervant, O Lord! truly, I am thy ſer- 

vant, and my ſoul hath ſaid unto the Lord, (x) Thou art 
my Lord. It muſt be fo. Wouldeſt thou ever ſer thy mark 
upon .another's goods? Or ſhall God diſown his own work- 
manſhip ? My name is written in heaven. Thou haſt avr77- 
ten thy name upon my heart, and therefore I cannot queſtion 
but thou haſt my name on thine heart. J have choſen thee, 
O Lord! as my happineſs and heritage, and therefore I am 
ſure thou haſt choſen me; (y) for I could not have loved 
thee, except thou hadſt loved me firſt. O my Lord ! diſcern, 
I pray thee, whoſe are theſe, the ſignet, the bracelets, and 
the ſtaff! I know thon wilt acknowledge them, 
And now, bleſſed be God, and the father of our Lord Je- 
fus Chriſt, who of his abundant mercy hath begotten me a- 


gain to a lively hope 


FAITH CLAIMS THE BENEFITS OF THE PROMISES, AND 
STIRS UP THE SOUL TO JOY AND 
THANEFULNESS. 

And thou, my ſoul! believe and wait, look through the 
window, and cry through the lattice, and rejoice in the hope 
of the glory of God. (z) The viſion is for an appointed time; 
wait for it- It will come in the end, and will not tarry (a). 
Behold, the huſbandman waiteth for the precious fruits ot 
the earth. Be thou alſo patient. He hath long patience, and 
wilt thou not have a little patience ? He for the fruits of the 


earth, but thou for the joys of heaven. He upon mere pro- 
babilities, 


(x) Pal. xvi. 2. 
(a) James v. 7. 


(20 Pſal. cxvi. 16. 
(2) Hab. ii. 3. 


() Matt. vi. 33. 
(9) I John iv. 19. 
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babilities, but thou upon infallible certainties. He for a crop 
of corn, but thou for a crown of glory. Were he but ſure 


_— — 2 _ —— — a 
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0 
that every corn would be a crown, how plentifully would he 1 
fow, how joyfully would he await ? Why, ſuch is thy harveſt. 17 
As ſure as the ſummer delights do follow the winter ſeveri- 7 if 


ties; as ſure as the wiſhed-for harveſt doth follow the toil- 


-{ 

ſome and coſtly ſeeds-time (5), ſo ſure ſhall thy Lord return, i 
and bring thy reward with him. Therefore, my ſoul, love vu 
and long for the approaching jubilee, and wait all the days . 

of my appointed time, until my change ſhall come. _ iN 
O bleſſed ſtate that my Lord hath tranflated me into! O | 4 
happy change that he hath made! I was a ſtranger, and he 4 | 
} 


took me in, and made me an heir; and preferred me from 
the dunghill to the throne, and from a hewer of wood, and 1 
drawer of water, to attend his court, and know his counſels, ol | 
and do his pleaſure. Happy am I that ever I was born to 
partake of this endleſs dignity, 4 

O my Lord, it is no little thing thou haſt given me in | . 
hand. (c) I am alceady come to mount Zion, and the city of 1 
the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innumer- 
able company of angels, to the general aſſembly and church 
of the firſt-born, and to God the judge of all, and to the ſpi- 
rits of juſt men made perfect, and unto jeſus the Mediator 
of the new Covenant, nd unto the Dloon Of Jpirimiige d 
heart reviveth, as Jacob's, when I bchold the tokens which 
thou haſt ſent me, (a) the ſpirit of adoption, (e) the pardon 
of my fins. My patent tor heaven, the chain of thy graces, 
the ſon of thy boſom, and the new teſtament in his blood, and 
the letters of his love. My Lord hath ſaid, that he will o 
me, and manifeſt himſelf unto me, and that the father will 
love me, and both will come unto me, and make their abode 
in me. But is it true indeed? Will the Lord dwell on carth ? 
Or, if he will, ſhall fo foul a ſtable, fo unclean a ſtye, as my 
heart hath been, ſhall this be the place that the Lord of life 
will take up his lodging, and Keep his court in? Will he in- 
deed come, with all his train of graces, and live and walk in 
me ? How can theſe things be? But he hath ſaid it; and I 
do, and I will believe it. 

Yet all this is bzz the earneſt of what is to come. (J) O how 
great is thy goodneſs, laid up for them that fear thee ? Yet a 
little while, and my warfare ſhall be. accompliſhed, and the 
heavens muſt receive me, until the time of the reſtoration of 


all 


(b) Rev. xxii. 12. (c) Heb. xii. 22, 23,24. (d)Ga l. iv. 6. 
(e) Luke v. 20. J) Pſal. xxxi. 19. | 
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all things. (g) It is but for a ſhort term that I ſhall dwell in 
this dirty fleſh, in this earthly tabernacle. (4) My Lord hath 
ſhewed me, that where he is, there ſhall his ſervant be. Now 
the living is tied to the dead; and my ſoul is a ſtage of ſtrife, 
and a field of war: (i) But it is but a little moment, and that 
which is perfect ſhall come. Perfect holineſs, and perfect 
peace; eternal ſerenity, and a ſerene eternity. 

O my fns l I am going where you cannot come; (j) where 
no unclean thing ſhall enter, nor any thing that defileth.— 
Methinks I fee all my afflictions and temptations, all my infir- 
mities and corruptions falling off me, as Elijah's mantle at 
his tranſlation. 

O my ſoul ! doſt thou not ſee the chariots of fire, and the 
herſes of fire, come to take thee up? (+) Be thou as poor as 
Lazarus, yet God will not diſdain to ſend a party of angels 
to conduct thee home. How canſt thou doubt of ready re- 
ception, who haſt ſuch a friend in court, who will lead thee 


gal, yet he deſpiſed not my rags, but fell on my neck, and 
kiſſed me, and heaven itſelf made merry over me. Much 
more will he receive me gladly, and let out his lowes upon ine, 
when preſented to him by his ſon, in his perfect likeneſs, as 
a fit objeft for his everlaſting delight. Fear not, O my foul! 
as it thou wert going to a ſtrange place. Why, heaven is 
thy country, and thy home ; wilt thou doubt of leave, or fear 
ct welcome, when it is thine p home ? Why, my ſoul, thou 
waſt born from above, and here is thy kindred, and thy fa- 
ther's houſe, and therefore thou ſhalt ſurely be admitted, — 
And then ſhall I fee the glorious preparations of eternal love, 
and the bliſsful manſions of the heavenly inhabitants. 
Doubtlefs it ſhall be thus. "Theſe are not ſick men's dreams, 
or children's hopes. The living God cannot deceive me : 
and may not I certainly promiſe myſelf, what the Lord hath 
8 | promiſed 


(g) 2 Pet. i. 14. (h) John xii. 26. (i) x Cor, xiii. 10. 
(3) Rev, Ni. 27. (J) Luke xvi. 22. (I) Gen. xlv. 16. 
(n) John xvi, 27. (u) Luke xv. 


_—_ a ae ae 


kk a 


t 


ff by os 


ams, 
me: 
hath 


niſed 


10. 


6. 


IN GOD's PROMISES. 17 


romiſed me? I will ſooner think that all my ſenſes are de- 
uded, and what I ſee, and feel, and taſte, is but a fancy, 
than think that the living God will deceive me, or that his 
unchangeable covenant will fail. (o) Now I am a ſon of 
God, butit doth not yet appear what I ſhall be ; but this I 
know, I ſhall be like him, and ſee him as he is. | | 

I know it ſhall be thus. Why, what ſecurity ſhould J aſk 
of God? He hath given me all the aſſurance in the aword. 
And though the word of God be enough, yet he, (p) willing 
to ſhew more abundantly to the heirs of promiſe, the immu- 
tability of his council, confirmed it by an oath ; that by two 
immutable things, in which it was impoſlible for God to lie, 
I might have ſtrong conſolation. O unreaſonable unbelief ! 
What, ſhall. not the oazh of God put an end to thy flrife? 

O my God! I am ſatisfied: it is enough. Now I may be 
bold without preſumption, and boaſt 4 pride; and will 
no more call my duty arrogance, nor my faith a fancy. 

O my ſoul! There is but a ſhort life betwiat thee and glory; 
where holy angels and glorified ſaints ſhall be mine affociates, 
and love and praiſe mine only employment. (qg) Methinks 
I hear already how the morning ſtars ſing together, and all the 
ſons of God ſhout tor joy. O that I could come in for one 
(7) But it was ſaid unto me, that I ſhould reſt yet for a little 


| ſeaſon, but I ſhall ſtand in the lot at the end of the days. 


It is well, Lord! thy word is enough. Thy bond 7s as good 
as ready payment. The Holy Ghoſt tells me, that life and 
glory abide me ; that look what day I looſe from the body, 
the ſame day I ſhall be landed in paradiſe. AMEN. It is as 
1 would hawe it. | 

But this is not all, When my body hath ſlept a ſhort nap 
in the duft, Chriſt will call to it, Come up hither, Ah! true 
yoke-fellow, it will be hard parting, but welcome meeting. 
I could not leave thee, but to live with Chriſt. But he will 
raiſe thee a glorious temple-; (s) and when he ſhall appear, 
will bring me with himſelf in glory; and then I ſhall re- 
enter thee as a royal manſion, wherein I ſhall abide. with the 
Lord forever: For, as we have ſerved our Redeemer toge- 
ther, ſo we muſt be glorified together with him. And when 
the Lord hath married us both together again, then will he 
marry us beth unto himſelf. For I know that my Redeem- 
er liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand at the laſt day over the 
earth. And tho” after my ſkin worms deſtroy this body, yet 

bs in 


(%) 1 John iii 2. 


(p) Heb. vi. 17. 
(7) Dan. xii. 13. 


(2) Job xxxzvill. 7. 
(s) Col. ili. 4. 
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in my fleth ſhall I ſee God, Whom I fhall fee for myſelf, 
and mine eyes ſhall behold, and not another, though my 
rcins be conſumed within me. My Lord hath already told 
me how it ſhall be. He hath ſet down the time, and ſnewed 
me the robes of immortality, and the crown of lite, that I 
muſt put on; and the throne of glory, and the ſear of judg- 
ment, that I muſt fit in. He hath told me the manner, in 
which I thall be preſented to him, and eſpouſed by him.— 
() He hath told me where he will ſet me, and how he will 
acknowledge my mean ſervices, and remember what 1 have 
forgotten. How he will praiſe the works that I have been 
aſhamed of, (u) and rexward me openly for what I hawe buried 
in ſecrecy ; and not forget the pooreſt alms that I have given 
for his name. Then will he confeſs me before his Father, 
and before the angels of God. Thus faith the true and faith- 
iul witneſs, and we know that his teſtimony is true. 

() Ah, my ſoul! fee that thou make not God a har. 

O my God! I have believed thy report, and do look for 
all theſe things, according to thy promiſe. I know thou 777- 
tendeſt me but for a very little avhile in this Iower region. 
This world is but the houſe of my pilgrimage, and my foul 
now is but like a bird in the ſhell : but when the ſhell 1s crack- 
ed, then ſhall ſhe take wings like a dove, and ſoar aloft to 
thee, and flze away, and be at reſt. 

(ww) Yet I doubt not thy care for my deſpicable duſt. I 
know that nothing will be loſt; I know not where they will 
lay me; but thy wwakeful eye obſerveth, and will not be to ſeek 
at what duor to knock, nor at bat grave to call for me. I 
believe, and am ſure, that I ſhall come a glorious piece out 
of thy hands, fair as the moon, clean as the ſun, crowned 
with honour and glory. And when my abſolution is read, 
and ſentence paſſed upon the world, then mult I be taken up 
to dwell with thee. 

Let not my Lord be angry, that thy duſt and aſhes ſpeak- 
eth thus unto thee. Thou, Lord, haſt raiſed my expectati- 
ons, and haſt made me to look for al! theſe great things from, 
thee. In vain haſt thou written all thete things unto me, zf 
I Jhould nat bcliewe them; and a diſtruſtful difidence would 
put a high diſhonour upon thy truth. x 

O Lord, it repenteth me of my jealouſies, and my doubt- 
ful thoughts about thee. I know thou loveſt an humble con- 
dence, and delighteſt in nothing more than to ſee thy chil. 

dren 
(v) 1 John v. 10, 


(:) Matt. xxv. 35, 37. (2) Matt, vi. 4. 


(2%) John vi. 39. 
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dren truſt thee. 1 k:97v the building of my hopes lies not an hair's 
breadth over the foundation of thy promiſes ; yea, it is lure, my 
expeFations are infinitely ſhort of what I ſhall find. 

O my God, my heart trufleth ſefely in thee, (x) and I here 
ſet to my ſeal, that thou art true. Chriſt is my bottom in 
which J venture, (y) and the corner- ſtone on which I build; 
and therefore my freight is inſured, (z) and my building ſhall 
challenge the winds and floods. 

(a) And now, O Lord! what wait I for? my hope is in 
thee. O my bleſſedneſs] let me enjoy thee. O my life! ler 
me poſſeſs thee. O deſire of mine eyes! let me fee thy face, 
and hear thy voice; for thy voice is ſweet, and thy countenance 
is comely. Taſe but what thou haft promiſed ; for thou haſt 
told me, (5) that I ſhall ſee God, and thou wilt ſpeak to me 
mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not 1n dark ſpeeches, 
and the ſimilitude of God {hall 1 behold. 

(c) So thall my knowledge be pertected, and I ſhall ſee the 
inacceſſible light ; and my tender eye ſhall not water, nor my 
ſight dazzle ; but I ſhall with open face look ſtedfaſtly on the 
fon of righteouſneſs, and behold his glory. Then ſnall faith 
be turned into fruition, and hope into poſſeſſion, and love 
ſhall ariſe like the full moon in her brightneſs, and never 
wax nor wane more. 

O thou God of my hopes ! I look for a new body, and a 
new ſoul ; for new heavens, and for a new earth, according 
to thy promiſe ; when my whole foul ſhall be Trhally taker 
uþ with thee, and all my affections ſtrained to the higheſt key, 
and all the wheels of my raiſed powers ſet in moſt vigorous and 
perpetual motion towards thee, fill letting in, and till Ag 
04 ; and thus ſhall there be an everlaiting communication ot 
joy and glory from thee, and of lowe and praiſe from mr. 

O my ſoul ! Thou art rich indeed, and increafet in goods, 
Thou haſt no reaſon to envy the glory nor grandeur of the 
mightieſt on earth: for their glory ſhall not deſcend after 
them; like ſheep, ſhall they be laid in their graves, and death 
ſhall teed upon them, and there is an eternal end of all their 
pomp and excellency. But my kingdom is an everlaiting 
kingdom. My robes ſhall never wear out; my crown ſhall 
never totter; my throne ſhall never be vacant ; my bread 
ſhall neve; mould; ny garland fhall never wither ; my houſe 
ſhall never moulcer ; my wine ſhall never grow four ; but 


cveriaſling 
[ 
(x) John iii. 33. (y) Eph. ii. 20. (g) Matt. vii. 25. 
(a): 1 ſal, xxxix.. 7. () Matt, v, 8. (c) I Cor, xiii. 9, IO, 
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everlaſting joy ſhall be upon my head, and ſorrow and ſigh- 
ing ſhall fly away. 

O my God! Hom ha 5 haſt thou made me It is better than 
I could have wiſhed. Thou haſt done all things well. Thou 
haſt ſettled them forever. The whole earth cannot ſhew any 
ſuch heritage or tenure. The world can ſtate out her poſſeſ- 
ſions but for years, nor can ſhe make @ good title for that nei- 
ther. But my inheritance is forever, and none can put me 
out of poſſeſſion, The thing is eſtabliſhed in heaven, and in the 
volume of the book it is written of me. My evidence cannot 


be loſt; it is recorded in the court above, and enrolled in the 


ſacred leaves of the word, and entered zpon the book of my 
A and herein I do and will rejoice. 
ow, my ſoul! wipe up thine eyes, and go away with 
Hannah, and be no more ſad. What though mine houſe be 
not ſo with God, ſo happy, ſo proſperous as I could wiſh ? 
What though they be increaſed that trouble me, and my 
temptations and afflictions be like the rolling billows, riding 
on one another's backs for haſte ? Yet thall my foul be as a 
rock unmoved, and fit down fatisfied in the ſecurity and 
amplitude of my portion. For God hath made with me an 
everlaſting covenant, ordered in all things, and ſure; and 
herein is all my ſalvation, and all my deſire. 
And now what remaineth, O Lord, but that I ſhould 


ſpend the remainder of my days in loving, pratjing, and ad- 


miring thee ? But wherewith ſhall I come before the Lord, 
or bow myſelf to the moſt high God? What fhall I give thee 
to expreſs my thankfulneſs, though not to requite thy boun- 
ty? Alas, my poor little ſoul! Alas! that thou art fo little 
How narrow are thy capacities! How diſproportionate thy 
powers! Alas, that my voice can reach to no higher a note! 
O that I had the heart of an archangel, to love God! And 
the tongue of a flaming ſeraph to praiſe him! But ball 7 ds 
nothing becauſe I cannot do all ? 
Lord! I reſign to thee. With the poor widow, I cal my 
two mites (my ſoul and body) into thy treaſury. All my 
powers ſhall love and ſerve thee. All my members {hall be 
weapons of righteouſneſs for thee. Here is my good will. 
Behold, my ſubſtance is thy ſtock, mine intereſt 1s for thy 
ſervice. I lay all at thy feet: there thou haſt them, they are 
thine. My children I enter as thy ſervants. My poſſeſſions I 
reſign as thy right. I will call nothing mine but thee, All 
mine are thine. I can ſay, My Lord, and my God, and that 
is enough; I thanktully quit my claim to all things elfe ; I 
will ao more ſay, my houſe is mine, or my eſtate mine ; g 
myſeli 
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rayſelf am not my own : yet it is infinitely better for me to 
be thine, than if I were my own. This is my happineſs, that 
I can ſay, My oxwn God, my own father. And, O what a bleſ- 
ſed exchange haſt thou made with me! to give me thyſelf, 
who art an infinite ſum, for myſelf, who am but an in/{gnifi- 
cant cypher. 

And now, Lord, do thou accept and own my claim. I am 
not worthy of any thing of thine, much leſs of thee. But ſee- 
ing I have a decd to ſhew, I bring thy word in my hand, and 
am bold to take poſſeſſion. Doſt thou not know this hand ? 

Wilt thou not owwn this name? Wilt thou not confirm thine 
own grant? It were infidelity to doubt it. 1 will not diſpa- 
rage the ſaithfulneſs of my Lord, nor be afraid to aver, and 
ſtand to what he hath ſaid and ſworn. Haſt thou ſaid, 
Thou art my God, and ſhall 1 fear thou art mine enemy? 
Haſt thou told me, Thor art my father, and ſhall I ſtand a- 
loof, as if I were a ſtranger ? 1 will believe. Lord, ſilence 
my fears; and as thou halt given me the claim and title of a 
child, fo give me the confidence of a child, Let my heart be 
daily kept alive by the promiſes, and wii this ſtant let me paſs 
over Jordan. May theſe be my undivided companions and 
comforters: when I go, let them lead me; when I {leep, 
let them keep meg when I awake let them talk with me. 
And do thou keep theſe things for ever, upon the imagina- 
tions of the thoughts cf the hearts of thy people, and prepare 
their hearts unto thee. And let the hart of thy ſervant ve the 
ark of thy teſtament, wherein the ſacred records of what hath 
paſſed between thee and my ſoul, may for ever be preſerved. 
AMEN and AMEN. 
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